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New Delhi: The PM-KISAN schi
mewill help farmers modernise ag-
ricultural practices and protwect
them from private monevienders,
siid Unlon agriculture minister

Ractha Mohan Singh Singh said that the government
Singh said the scheme reflocted  Is focusing on providing Institu-
contral government’s commitment  tional credit at nominal rates to

10 provide an assured income w
small and marginal farmers ha-
vingiand up ) 2hecrares

“It will protect farmers from the
clutches of moneylenders and en-
Sure conunuity In thetr farm act!-
vitles Thisscheme will alsocnable

them to modernise thetr agricultu
ral practices, and this income sup
portalong with other schemes will
r;om them Iive a life of dignity”
Singh sald, adding that the fixing
of mintmum support price will be
further helpful in doubling the In
come of farmers by 2022

farmers through Kisan Credit
Card. Thisnotonly helps in incre-
asing agricultaral production but
also productivity

“There are about 7 crore active
KCC, which means thatalmost 50%
of thefarmersaresullontof thein

AN CREDIT CARD.

Modern Agri Plf;}ctices: Singh

tainable genetr up-gradation of
COW TeSOmrTes 304 W enhance pro
duetion and productiviey of cows.”
he sald

He sl the governanent has orey
1 2 separate departmant of fishe
v with Inda Deing the second lar
wost fish prodocing markon In the

all farmers under KCC
overnment hasdacided m |
comprehensivedrive withasimpl)
Ned upplication form,”™ he sald

Singh saidthe Modi governmen:
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2018-19 horticulture output pegged at record 314 mt

OUR BUREAU

New Delhi, January 30

The production of fruits and
vegetables during the cur-
rent year is estimated to be
314.5 million tonnes (mt),
about 1 per cent more than
what the country produced
in 2017-18, the first advance
estimates of horticulture
production released by the
government said on
Wednesday.

Per the final estimates
provided by the government,
the total production of fruits
and vegetables in 2017-18 was
311.7 mt. While the produc-
tion of vegetables was estim-
ated to be 187.5 mt, about 3.5
per cent more than that in
2016-17, that of fruits was
97.35 mt, up 4.8 per cent over
the previous year.

There is a marginal in-

Bountiful harvest  ara:000Ha Production: 000 tonnes 3 N
2016-17 2017-18

Crop Area Production Area Production
Onion 1,306 22,427 1,285 23,262
Potato 2,179 48,605 2,142 51,310
Tomato 797 21,557 789 22,320
Brinjal 733 12,510 730 12,801
Total vegetables* 10,238 1,78,172 10,259 1,84,394
Mango 2212 19506 2,258 21,822
Citrus 985 11,419 1,003 12,546
Banana 860 30,477 884 30,808
Apple 305 2,265 301 2,321
Total fruits* 6,373 92918 6,506 97,358

*inclusive others

crease in the area under hor-
ticulture crops. The area in
2018-19 is estimated to be
25.87 million hectares (mh)
as compared to 25.43 mh in
2017-18.

In the current year, the
production of staple veget-
able crops - onions, potatoes
and tomatoes - is expected
to be higher as compared
2017-18. While potato produc-

tion is projected to go up by
6 per cent to 52.58 mt from
5131 mt last year, that of
onion is pegged at 23.62 mt,
1.5 per cent higher than the
23.26 mt in 2017-18. Tomato
production, on the other
hand, is estimated to be 2 per
cent higher at 20.51 mt, the
official statement said.

2017-18 final figures
The government also re-
leased the final estimates for
2017-18. The final production
in 201718 was 3.7 per cent
higher in the previous year.
Among vegetable crops, even
though there was a drop in
the area under potato and
onion crops, the quantum of
their production went up.
On the other hand, the
production of tomatoes
dropped by almost 1 mt, even

though there wasn't much of
a drop in area. The produc-
tion of major fruits, on the
contrary, rose significantly
in 2017-18 as compared to the
previous year, the estimates
showed.

Spices production in 2017-
18 remained almost un-
changed at 8.2 mt even
though there was a marginal
increase in the acreage to
3.88 mh from 3.67 mh in
2016-17. Among plantation
crops, arecanut and
cashewnut recorded im-
pressive growth in produc-
tion. While the production of
areca nut went up to 833
lakh tonnes in 201718 from
7.23 lakh tonnes in 2016-17,
production of cashewnut in
2017-18 was 8.17 lakh tonnes
as against 7.45 lakh tonnes in
the previous year.



Centre seeks list of farmers from
states to implement PM-KISAN

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: In a move
aimed at speedy implemen-
tation of the Pradhan Mantri
Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-
KISAN), the Centre has asked
all the heads of the states to
provide the list of farmers to
ensure expeditious transfer of
benefits to the beneficiaries at
carliest
In a letter written to all the
Chief Ministers of the states
and Union Territories, Union
Agriculture Minister Radha
Mohan Singh has sought their
support for the effective and
v implementation of the
PM-KISAN.
The Union Minister, in his

letter, said that the committed
involvement of the administra-
tive machinery was essential
for the timely implementation
of the PM-KISAN scheme.

“1 would request you to
provide your able leadership
for speedy implementation of
this scheme so that the eligi-
ble small and marginal fami-
lies are transferred the entitled
benefits expeditiously so that
they can move towards pros-
perity with renewed enthusi-
asm,” Singh wrote in a letter to
the CMs on February 6.

In the Interim Budget, the
government had announced
direct income support of Rs
6,000 per year to 12.5 crore
small and marginal farmers

with landholdings of up to 2
hectares under the scheme.

Singh further said that the
selection of the eligible small
farmer families must be done
by the state governments by
providing the Central online
portal of the scheme with their
essential details such as bank
account numbers so that the
first installment of the bene-
fit can be transferred to them.

He also wrote that "ade-
quate funds™ had been pro-
vided in the supplementary
Budget 2018-19 as the scheme
would be effective from
December 2018, and opera-
tional guidelines had been
sent to the chiefl secretaries of
the states.



Govt plans to link all 7,500 APMCs with e-NAM by 2022
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THE GOVERNMENT S plaining 5 Snik i
the 7,500 agricaltural peoduce marknt
committond (APMCY) aloag with the
woekly sod bloweekly Sexzpocary muarkets
(hastn) acroms the country with e MAM —
the centralnod onloe coosnodities trad
g pbanform - by FY 12, Union agricultuse
minnter Xadha Mahan Singh sakd on

Carseonly ondy 585 APMCs ace Daked
with @ NAM, the minisses s2bd bat he was
qeick 10280 that raore than 400 moce wl)
e lindond 60 this portal By 2020, taking the
Sotal 12 1,000 AFMCy.

That apart, there ate sround 14,500
temporary mandis dtahv agri and
200 Mgyl goods acress the country,
which e minolry wants 0o materbak
with the Natioanal Agriculture e Marker
(e NAML he added

“Already 555 maodis aoe linked 0 ¢
NAM and wr are %0 Uk 22,000
mands by FY227 the ssinister told an

by Crop Care Fedevatiom,

eveat ceganised

“This will be anather step forwaed, in
contrbating to readise the goad of Soutding
farveavy’ incame by 20212 as deciaced by

L g

e prine minister” Sagh ssid

The ménister sald the government Is
Implementing several programmes 1o
devedog the farm sector and improve the

The agriculture minister has called
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owwrcome the challenges
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“Bsucs such as sodecg the cost of pro-
Sdtion, eresuring revonealive pese foe
farmers, MopPing wastage and eveuring
aliemative sources of Inoome are being
addorscnd in 2 oisaon medie,” he id He
called for 2 meee conoerted approach,
wherein the governmese, indwntry and
Larmoens wock sogether 40 overcomme these

chalerge

“The goverament Bas been wocking
with the indisiry to help farmsens coedsoernt
the chalenges faciong them. However,
there is & oot 10 capedne wuppoct for
them." e afded.

Skogh said the badgesary outlay of the
winistry has gone up o 2,1 14694 croee
Between 014 a0 1019

It's markets without borders
as farmers get online mandi

Sell Beyond
Local Markets

In Four States
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